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VIENNA OFFICE OF ATOMIC ENERGY COMMISSION TO 
OPEN IN MID-JULY. Toward the end of June, United Nations 
representatives from Geneva and Vienna will arrive in Vienna 
to make the preparations for the first General Conference of 
the International Organization for the Peaceful Uses of 
Atomic Energy which is now definitely scheduled to begin on 
October 1. The group will also hire personnel for work at the 
meeting and for other preparatory tasks. Dr. Paul Jolles, the 
Executive Secretary of the Preparatory Commission, will 
arrive in June to set up offices. 
AUSTRIAN STEEL INDUSTRY EXPANDING. Austrian steel 
production registered a marked increase between 1955 and 
1956. Production of pig iron was up 15.3 per cent to 1,736,671 
tons, raw steel rose by 14 per cent to 2,077,545 tons, the 
first time the two-milliormton level has been exceeded. The 
rate at which steel production in Austria is increasing is 
therefore substantially higher than the international level. 
The proportion of oxygen steel (blast steel) rose to nearly 
41 per cent. This year, the production of oxygen steel has 
already substantially outdistanced that of open-hearth steel. 
RAW STEEL: 298 KG. PER CAPITA. Among the important 
steel-producing countries of Europe, Austria has increased 
her rate of raw-steel output by 246.5 per cent, a figure which 
is topped only by that of Poland. Per capita output of raw 
steel in 1956 was 298 kg., as compared with 86 kg. in the 
years 1936-1938. 

The increased output of raw steel has made possible a 
9 per cent increase in rolling-mill products to 1,383,885 
tons. Extruded and wrought products rose by 13.1 per cent 
over the 1955 level to 52,832 tons. 


AUSTRIAN UNEMPLOYMENT DIPS 23 PER CENT. As of 
the end of May 1957, the number of jobseekers registered 
with labor offices totalled 82,504 persons, of whom 34,650 
were women. Compared with the end of April 1957, the total 
figure decreased by 24,583. The sections of the economy 
responsible for reducing the unemployment figure, were, first, 
the building trades (accounting for 6,823), the hotel and 
restaurant trade (2,402), auxiliary workers employed in 
various professions (1,160), the lumber industry (790), the 
clothing trades (546) and the textile business (476). Com 
pared with May 1956, the number of registered job-seekers 
was lower by 4,817 this year. 





AUSTRIA PAYS TRIBUTE TO MARSHALL PLAN 
‘See pages 4 and 5 








RIGHT OF ASYLUM UPHELD; REFUGEE INFLUX FROM 
YUGOSLAVIA INTRODUCES NEW ELEMENT. In an address 
to the European Study Group for Refugee Questions, Under- 
secretary Grubhofer of the Ministry of the Interior again 
brought up the problem of the refugees in Austria drawing 
attention to a number of facts which should bring about an 
ultimate solution of the problem. First and foremost, there 
are the measures taken for the permanent settlement of the 
group of refugees who came to Austria before the recent 
events in Hungary. During the current year, UNREF funds in 
the amount of approximately 34,500,000 schillings and a 
preliminary Austrian budget allotment of 2 million schillings 
have been made available for this program. A similar plan is 
being drafted to settle Hungarian refugees who fled in the 
wake of last October’s events. 

Between October 30, 1956, and May 31, 1957, approxi- 
mately 136,000 refugees were transferred to other countries 


by the Interstate Commission for European Migration. 
(Continued on page 5) 


AUSTRIAN CONTRIBUTION TO UN REFUGEE FUND 
DOUBLED. According to an announcemem by the United 
Nations High Commissioner for Refugee Affairs, Austria, in 
spite of the burden placed on the country by the large number 
of refugees streaming into the country, has promised to 
double its annual contribution to the United Nations Refugee 
Fund, i.e. from 3,000 to 6,000 dollars (156,000 schillings). 
The High Commissioner pointed out that Austria had given 
shelter to a total of 174,000 Hungarian refugees for varying 
periods of time and that approximately 110,000 refugees from 
previous years were still living in the country. 


A SORRY POSTSCRIPT TO A PHASE IN INTERNATIONAL 
RELATIONS. The new Iron Curtain which Hungary’s Kadar 
Government has been erecting opposite the Austrian frontier 
since last March is already more dangerous than its prede- 
cessor, which was removed last year in connection with the 
policy of Coexistence. At most places, there are two lines of 
barbed-wire entanglements and three parallel mine fields. 
Recent experience shows that the mines are so sensitive 
to touch that they are exploded even when touched by small 
animals. Their fragmentation effect extends frequently more 
than 100 yards across the Austrian border. Thus, farmers 
living close to the border can till their fields only up to that 
distance without courting disaster. Austria has repeatedly 
protested against these aspects of the official Hungarian 
concept of frontier security which, in the Austrian view, 
constitute a clear violation of international law. 
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AUSTRIAN LOAN TOPS ZURICH LISTING. While the level 
of foreign loan quotations on the Swiss exchange showed a 
slight drop between March 25 and April 25, quotations on 
Austrian loans were further consolidated. The index for the 
seven Austrian loans on which there are official quotations 
rose during this period from 110.29 to 111.78 per cent of the 
rate of issue. During the same period, the index for all 
officially quoted foreign loans dropped from 89.34 to 88.92 
per cent. The figure of 111.73 per cent on the Austrian loan 
was the highest loan quotation on the exchange. 


LONG-DISTANCE DIAL PHONES FOP VIENNA, By next 
month users of the telephone system in Vienna will see some 
of the results of the change in dials and telephone numbers 
that had exasperated them during the past weeks. Beginning 
July 15, it will be possible to make direct calls as far as 
Bregenz, 350 miles away, without benefit of the long-distance 
office. It will merely be necessary to dial the proper area 
code and number and about ten seconds later the caller will 
be in contact with his party, whether the latter is in Bregenz 
or elsewhere in Austria. 


WHITSUN TRAFFIC BREAKS ALL RECORDS. Every year 
hundreds of thousands of Austrians make the Whitsun holiday 
an occasion for travel. According to the Federal Railroad, 
this year’s crowds at the railway stations were 20 per cent 
larger than those of 1956. A total of 60,000 people crossed 
the Austrian frontier to enter or leave the country, 
one-third more than last year. 

Between Thursday and early Saturday, a total of about 
300,000 travellers were counted entering or leaving Vienna 
at its various railroad stations. (Vienna has a population of 
about 1.7 million - Ed.). Travel to and from the various 
Land capitals was estimated to be approximately 25 per cent 
higher than at the same period last year. 


i.e. 


AUSTRIAN GASOLINE CONSUMPTION UP. Gasoline con- 
sumption in Austria this year is considerably higher than in 
1956. Sales during the first four months of last year totalled 
82,433 tons, as compared with 96,086 in the corresponding 
period of 1957, or an increase of 16.5 per cent. 


MOTORIZATION AND TOURIST TRAFFIC NECESSITATE 
INTENSIFIED ROAD BUILDING. The number of automotive 
vehicles and motor scooters in Austria is gradually reaching 
the million mark and, according to predictions of the Econo- 
mic Research Institute, the number will have doubled by 
1962. Moreover, no fewer than three-quarters of the foreign 
tourists come to Austria by way of the country’s highways. 

As a result of this development, Austria has allocated 
very substantial amounts for highway construction. Since 
1945, it has spent 4.87 billion schillings for this purpose. 
(26 schillings to the dollar - Ed.). Financing of the 15-year 
program for Federal highway construction, not including the 
super-highway between Vienna and Salzburg, will require a 
further sum of approximately 20 billion schillings. The total 
length of the Federal highway system has risen from 2,800 
miles in 1937 to over 5,000 miles at the present time. Since 
the war, no fewer than 753 new bridges have been built. 


SPECIAL AUTOMOBILE REGISTRATION NOT REQUIRED 
FOR SHORT TRIPS TO AUSTRIA. The Goverment has 
submitted to Parliament for its approval the draft of a lay 
designed to provide the basis for a simplification of the 
clearance of foreign motor vehicles through customs. The 
law would empower the Ministry of Finance, in the interests 
of simplifying customs procedures, to order that all or i 
vidual types of conveyances may be brought into the Austr! 
customs area for temporary travel for periods up to one year, 
without a registration certificate and without deposit 
security. 

It is planned that henceforth motorized tourists who 
their customary domicile abroad will be able to enter Austris 
without procuring any special documentation for their 
and also without making a guarantee deposit. Custons 
trol of the vehicle would be limited to a possible notation of 
the foreign registration and inspection of the driver’s license 
Only in the case of a stay in Austria for more than one year 
(or in the event of use of the vehicle in violation of customs 
regulations) would a custom obligation arise. 

According to the explanatory material accompanying the 
draft law, the proposed simplification of customs procedures 
would lay the groundwork for a substantial increase in 
Austria’s tourist trade. 


ndi- 


AUTOMATIC ELECTRICITY DISTRIBUTION FOR AUSTRIA. 
In view of the satisfactory results achieved with the con- 
pletely automatic transformer station at Wiener-Neudorf, two 
new transformer stations of the same type are to be erected 
in Vienna by the State Electricity Authority. Both stations 
will have completely automatic controls. In Austria, too 
automation is quietly on the march. 


INCREASED PRODUCTION OF BREAD CEREALS. Reports 
on wholesale purchases of domestic crops up to Apri! 30, 
1957, indicated deliveries by farmers of 190,506 tons of rye 
and 321,416 tons of wheat, making a total of 511,922 tons 
of bread cereals. (As of the same date in 1955, 153,561 tons 
of wheat, or a total of 425,539 tons of bread cereals had been 
marketed. ) 


INCREASING PROBLEMS OF RAW-MATERIAL SUPPLY. 
The great increases in consumption have resulted in new 
difficulties of raw-material supply. Even though ore ex 
traction has risen by 14.7 per cent to 3.3 million tons, in 
1956 it was still necessary to import 1 million tons of iron 
ore, or 18 per cent more than in 1955. Rising needs in coal 
and coking coal made it necessary to increase still further 
the imports from the United States, which already account 
for more than 37 per cent of all of Austria’s coal imports. 
For this reason, efforts are being made to reduce the amount 
of coke required per ton of pig iron. The supply of scrap is 
a particularly troublesome problem as is the problem of 
maintaining increasing supplies of alloy metals. 

The planned construction of a natural-gas line from 
Lower Austria to Donawitz promises to alleviate the power 
supply problems. Negotiations concerning the building of 
this line will be completed shortly: work on the line in 
Styria will begin in 1958. 
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GOODS SHIPMENTS ON DANUBE. Shipments on the Danube 
between the Regensburg and Passau area and Linz dropped 
fom 129,430 tons in March to 101,138 tons in April, mainly 
recause Of decreases in coal shipments. Shiprents in the 
ypposite direction, however, rose during March and April 
fom a previous 20,431 to 24,597 tons (including a rise in 
pig iron shipments from 2,534 to 3,909 tons), according to 
the total rise in tonnage. 

Shipments from Regensburg, Passau and Linz to Vienna 
amounted to 51,279 tons in April, compared with 43,313 tons 
in March. Shipments from Vienna upstream in the direction of 
Linz, Passau and Regesnburg rose during March and April 
fom 44,898 to 53,658 tons. The latter figures include a rise 
in shipments of oil products from 37,972 to 46,204 tons. 


AUSTRIA PLANS OCEAN-GOING NAVIGATION. On May 21, 
the Austrian Cabinet adopted a law conceming a merchant 
flag, intended to provide the legal basis for Austria’s own 
sceare going navigation system. According to a report by the 
Austrian Press Agency, it is planned to enter Austrian ships 
in a register which will be kept in Vienna. The selection 
of home ports will be left in the hands of the shipowners. 
To date, two Austrian companies have expressed interest in 
the purchase of United States ‘‘liberty ships.’’ 


VOeEST WORKING ON SHIPBUILDING ORDERS... The United 
Austrian Iron and Steel Works (VOeEST) is currently working 
on six engine shafting units for ships under construction by 
Finnish shipyards. Each of the shafts will weigh 11 tons 
and be 43 ft. long. The plant also has orders from Dutch 
shipyards for five shafting units of 36 tons each and mea- 
suring 79 ft. in length. The above-mentioned orders will be 
delivered sometime this year. 


CONSTRUCTS LARGEST ‘“‘FISH-BELLIED LOCKGATE”’ 
IN EUROPE. The steekconstruction section of the United 
Austrian Iron and Steel Works (VOeEST) recently completed 
assembly work on the dam project at Greinsfurt (Lower 
Austria). The str ucture is a dam lock in the form of a ‘‘fish- 
bellied lockgate.’’ Measuring 180 ft. in length and weighing 
45 tons, it will be the largest structure of its kind in Europe. 
The entire lock, including the winding installation, was 
manufactured by VOeEST’s steel-constr uction section. 


AUSTRIAN NITROGEN PRODUCTS SELL BRISKLY. Pro- 
duction at the Austrian Nitrogen Works during the first 
quarter of 1957 was considerably higher than during the 
comparable period of 1956. Sales rose approximately 57 per 
cent. Exports of fertilizers during the first three months of 
the present year amounted to 334,100 tons, nitrogenous 
fertilizers accounting for 238,000 tons. (In the same period 
of 1956, production was only 164,000 tons.) The pronounced 
increase is due primarily to the delays, now eliminated, 
arising from the Suez crisis. 

This year the Nitrogen Works will open a new urea plant 
and also a separate section for the production of granulated 
compound fertilizers. Certain production activities at ex- 
isting installations will be expanded in order to cope with 
rising demand. 


COMFORTABLE VACATIONS ‘“‘OFF THE BEATEN TRACK"’. 
Every year the Austrian tourist trade suffers from an in 
creasing bottleneck in respect of time and space. In order to 
alleviate the space problem in part, the Chambers of Com- 
merce of all the Austrian Laender have organized a program 
to achieve a better distribution of the stream of vacationers 
by publicizing smaller and more remote summer resorts at 
which lower prices are charged. 

To this end, the sponsors of the program are issuing a 
folder which includes a listing of all hotel facilities in the 
nine Laender which charge between 30 and 45 schillings a 
day for room and board. The publication lists several thou- 
sand accommodations of this kind. Of the approximately 
1,000 places listed in Lower Austria, no fewer than 900 
charge the above-mentioned prices or better. The prospec- 
tuses for the other Laender each list a few hundred such 
facilities. 

To publicize the program, the Lower Austrian Tourist 
Department organized a press trip to some of the places and 
accommodations listed. According to subsequent write-ups, 
the newspapermen found that in many cases the facilities 
available had been renovated and modernized and that they 
offered excellent food as well as very clean and comfortable 
rooms. 


U.A.W. GIVES AID TO AUSTRIAN CHILDREN. The United 
Automobile Workers of Americahave allocated 12,000 dollars 
in cash to Friends of Austrian Children, Inc. According to 
Mr. John Gorski, the director of the New York charitable 
organization, this will be converted into grade ‘‘A’’ Ameri- 
can butter which will be a welcome addition to the diet of 
needy children in Austrian holiday camps. 

“LITTLE EUROPE" RISES ON SHORE OF CARINTHIAN 
LAKE. Since November 1956, Austrian and Dutch specialists 
have been busy erecting a miniature city at Klagenfurt. The 
project will be not only a source of excitement for children 
but is also likely to become a tourist attraction. ‘‘Mineurop,’’ 
as the Liliputian city on Woerther Lake is called, will open 
its doors to visitors in July. However, the first visitors will 
be seeing only about 40 per cent of what the city will look 
like in its final form. 

Occupying an area of 342 acres, leased on a long-term 
basis from the city of Klagenfurt by its sponsors, ‘‘Mineurop’’ 
will feature models of the outstanding buildings of Europe. 
Austria will be represented by St. Stephen’s cathedral, the 
State Opera, the Burgtheater and the Kaprun power plant. 
England, France, the Netherlands, Belgium, Germany, Swit- 
zerland, Italy and the Scandinavian countries will also be 
represented by outstanding monuments, all constructed to 
a scale of 1:25. As befits a model of a large city, ‘‘Mineurop’”’ 
will have airfields, zoos, a stadium, a seaport and motor ve- 
hicles. Miniature trains will run on its railroad lines and min- 
iature cars on its four-lane highways. 


AUSTRIA AGAIN HAS EPU SURPLUS. Austria’s May balance 
sheet with the European Payments Union (EPU) showed a 
surplus of 3,119,000 dollars, following several successive 
months of deficits. This relatively high surplus is probably 
due to receipts from the tourist trade. 
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AUSTRIA PAYS TRIBUTE TO MARSHALL PLAN 


Raab: ‘‘The Ideal Form of Assistance” 
On the occasion of the tenth anniversary of the Marshall 


Plan, 
address in which, after tracing the history of United States 


fustrian Chancellor Julius Raab delivered a radio 
economic aid, he declared: 

In 1947, Austria was perhaps more in need of assistance 
than any other European country. The destruction wrought in 
our country by the war was extensive, our difficulties were 
compounded by the quadripartite occupation and, even though 
a vigorous effort was made to begin reconstruction in 1945, 
the effects of disorganized communications and of food and 
raw-materials shortages were being felt to an 
degree. 


increasing 


Aid in a Desperate Situation 

At that period Marshall Plan aid represented rescue from 
a desperate situation and a halt to what would otherwise 
have heen inevitable impoverishment. The conditions under 
which the aid was granted were particularly favorable in the 
case of Austria which, along with Greece, was the only 
country to receive the aid entirely in the form of a gift. The 
allocations to the other countries were, in varying proportions, 
granted in the form of loans. The Austrian Government had 
only to undertake to utilize the aid in such a way that the 
Austrian economy would derive maximum and permanent 
benefit from it. The fact that it was so utilized is obvious 
from the visible and tangible improvements in our economy. 
The United States itself has agreed that Austria has made 
exemplary use of the aid granted. 

(Referring to ‘‘the inspired Marshall aid,’’ the Chancellor 
recalled that the most pressing shortages had been in food- 
stuffs and raw Materials, a result of the general weakness of 
the economy and its inability to supply the country’s require- 
ments.) Under the Marshall Plan, Austria was supplied free 
of cost first with foodstuffs and raw materials and later with 
increasing amounts of capital goods for industry, with the 
result that the productive capacity of the Austrian economy 
was greatly increased. 

A Continuing Boon to the Austrian Econony 

All tnese shipments were gifts to the Austrian State, 
paid for by the American taxpayers. However, the recipients 
of these goods, mainly private consumers, were required to 
pay for them in schillings and the proceeds of the sales went 
to the Austrian Government. This was the origin of the so- 
called ‘‘counterpart funds’’ which were used mainly for 
purposes of longterm investment. 

Up to March 31, 1957, the equivalent of 16,538 million 
schillings had been paid into the Counterpart Fund account, 
plus 2,876 million schillings from interest and amortization 
payments, so that a total of 19,514 million schilling have been 
available to date. (One dollar equals 26 schillings - Ed.) 
As of the same date, a total of 18,244 million schillings had 
been utilized in the following manner: 3,155 million for 
reducing the price of consumer goods, 2,863 million in sub 
sidies and 10,043 million in loans. The subsidies and loans 
were granted primarily to heavy and light industry, agricul- 


ture and forestry, the tourist trade, Government-operated 
undertakings and housing construction. During the present 
year releases from the Counterpart Fund are again expected 
to total one billion schillings. 

Recovery of Trade and Industry Beyond Expectations 

The curtailed export trade was the most alarming symp- 
tom of Austria’s economic weakness in the early postwar 
years. In 1947 exports represented a value of only 882 million 
schillings, as against imports of 3,054 million, although paid 
imports represented only 1,191 million schillings, the re- 
mainder was covered by aid transactions, some of which were 
instituted even before the Marshall Aid program. As compared 
with these extremely modest export figures, the value of 
exports in 1956 was 22 billion schillings and that of imports 
25 billion. Thus, the import of all essential foodstuffs and 
raw materials is being covered by exports, the present level 
of which would have been considered sheer phantasy ten years 
ago. Austria is now producing 85 per cent of its food require 
ments, as against only 70 per cent in 1948. 

The present level of export is possible only because of 
the tremendous expansion of Austrian production. As a result 
of careful planningand theinvestment of considerable amounts 
of domestic capital, Austrian industry improved the quantity 
and quality of its production and services to such an extent 
that a number of Austrian plants, in both the private and the 
State-operated sections of the economy, have acquired an 
outstanding reputation both at home and abroad. None of 
these achievements, however, would have been possible 
without Marshall aid. We shall always recall this American 
aid with gratitude, for it was the ideal form of assistance. 


On its tenth anniversary on June 5, the Marshall Plan 
was the subject of praise in all Austria. There was almost 
universal agreement that Marshall aid dramatically reversed 
the fortunes of the Old Continent; in particular, it was ack- 
nowledged that Austria would have found it immeasurably 
more difficult to maintain her internal balance and her in- 
dependence in the field of foreign policy without the American 
aid program that helped Austria to help herself. This develop- 
ment finally led to the conclusion of the State Treaty in 
1955. As an illustration of the general trend of opinion, we 
quote from the editorial columns of three leading Viennese 
dailies: 


“Ignited the Spark"’ 

Truman himself had prepared the American public for the 
ideas set forth by Marshall through his proclamation, a feu 
months before, of the doctrine of support for Greece and 
Turkey. Other far-sighted men in his Administration also 
contributed to the concept of the Marshall Plan, but the 
credit for igniting the spark belongs to the man who, without 
any oratorical flourishes, said that the United States was 
prepared to give far-reaching economic support, provided 
the countries of Europe could themselves agree on measures 
of active cooperation and combined utilization of the large- 
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scale aid to be granted them. This was the novel and charac- 
yeristic feature of the Marshall Plan. 
(‘‘Neue Tageszeitung,’’ People’s Party) 


*‘An Idea Which Changed the Worl d"’ 

In all probability, historians will designate June 5, 1947, 
the day on which United States Secretary of State George 
Yarshall delivered a lecture at Harvard University, as the 
day on which the New Europe was established, because it 
was the day on which the old continent was saved from down- 
fall. Although the speech was purely academic in character, 
it developed an idea which, when implemented, changed the 
world. 

One tends to forget the unpleasant experiences of the 
past. The situation prevailing in Europe in 1947 is not al- 
ways remembered as clearly as we might wish: Once-pros- 
perous countries lay in ruins...half of their food rations, 
which had been reduced to subsistence levels, had to be 
imported and paid for in dollars. Access to coal, copper and 
il -- the prerequisites for industrial recovery -- was a pious 
wish and a distant dream. The situation in Austria, in parti- 
cular, had its parallel everywhere in Europe: There was the 
ever-present threat of complete economic collapse, resulting 
in the disintegration of the country’s social fabric. And to 
the East there was the threat of Communism waiting for the 
noment in which Europe would fall prey to anarchy. 

Whatever the reasons for its adoption -- and today we 
tnow that economic pressures as well as an enlightened con- 
ception of Americas political self-interest were decisive 
factors in its evolution -- the Marshall Plan far exceeded 
the goals which its originators had set for it, and for this we 
nust all be grateful. The Marshall Plan saved the soil of 
Europe for the freedom of man. 

(‘‘Arbeiter-Zeitung,”’ Socialist) 


‘'The Cornerstone of the New Europe’ 

This plan....was directed against the hunger, poverty, 
lespair and chaos prevailing in or threatening the countries 
of Europe as a result of the war. It was a revolutionary 
starting point, conceived in a spirit of idealism and moti- 
vated by a realistic grasp of the political situation, which 
had a far greater influence on the economic and world politi- 
cal developments of the past decade than anyone had dared 
to hope at the time. The cornerstone of the new Europe was 
laid on June 5, 1947. 

There is probably no one in Austria today who would 
eny the achievement of the Marshall Plan; there is today 
00 much evidence of reconstruction all over the country 
which would not ‘have been possible without Marshall aid. 
The construction of great power plants, the supplying of 
factories, farms, railways and households with power, the 
ultra-modern methods in the iron, steel and machine-tool 
industries, the furnishing of the domestic and many foreign 
markets with the output of the paper, textile and many other 
industries, the increased flow of foreign tourists to Austria’s 
improved hotel facilities, the modernization of the agricul- 
we and forestry, the promotion of housing construction -- in 
hort, the injection of new life and energy into the entire 
Austrian economy after its heavy material losses - are due 


primarily to the economic aid provided by the United States. 
It is no exaggeration to say that without this aid, even given 
the determination of the entire people to reconstruct their 
country, it would probably have been impossible to carry out 
more than a fraction of the task. 
(‘*Die Presse,’’ Independent) 

MESSAGE TO EISENHOWER. On the tenth anniversary of the 
day on which General Marshall announced his aid plan for 
Europe, Austrian President Schaerf sent a cable to President 
Eisenhower expressing Austria’s gratitude for the generous 
aid granted by the United States. 

U.S. LAUDS AUSTRIAN RECOVERY. In commemoration of 
Marshall Plan’s tenth anniversary, Austrian Chancellor 
Julius Raab gave a reception at the Federal Chancellery. 
U.S. Legation Councillor Wainhouse, representing the Chief 
of Mission, recalled in his address that when Secretary 
Marshall announced his daring plan even many Americans 
were doubtful that the countries of Europe would grasp the 
idea of self-help underlying the proposal. He said that his- 
tory had shown these doubts to be unjustified and that 
Austria had particular reason to be proud of its achievements. 
Pointing out that for many nations participation in the 
Marshall Plan did not present a difficult choice, he declared 
that Austria’s decision in 1948 to cooperate with its neigh- 
bors was a different matter; it was an act of courage. He 
added that Austria’s present situation was proof that Austria 
had taken the right course and that ‘‘the people of the United 
States had wat ched developments in Austria with admiration.’’ 
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Right of Asylum (Continued from page 1) 


At the present time, there are still about 30,000 refugees 
in Austria. Of this number, 2,500 will emigrate to the United 
States, another 5,000 to Australia and 2,000 to Canada in 
the next two months. By the end of the year, it is expected 
that about 12,000 refugees will be left in Austria. Thus far, 
6,000 of the Hungarian refugees have found employment 
through the Austrian labor offices and the economic situation 
in Austria will make it possible to absorb the remainder. 

In his remarks, the Undersecretary again avowed Austria's 

intention of abiding by the principle of the right to political 
asylum, but he was critical of the growing tendency, parti- 
cularly along the Austrian-Yugoslav border, for refugees to 
flee to Austria in large numbers merely because living condi- 
tions were better there or because the prospects of immigra 
tion from there were more favorable. 
6,404 HUNGARIAN REFUGEES GO BACK. As of June 4, 
1957, a total of 6,404 Hungarian refugees had voluntarily 
returned home. Of this number 767 came back from Switzerland, 
434 from France, 257 from Germany, 160 from the United 
States, 13 from Italy, 17 from Belgium, 3 from Portugal and 
1 from Canada, all of them proceeding via Austria. Of the 
refugees living in Austria, 4,752 have been repatriated at 
their own request. 
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AMBASSADOR MATCH A U.N. RAPPORTEUR. At the 
meeting of the 81 states members of the United Nations 
concerning revision of the United Nations Charter, the 
Austrian delegate, Ambassador Match, was unanimously 
elected rapporteur. The Canadian delegate had proposed 
the election of the Austrian representative. 


MESSAGE OF PRESIDENT SCHAERF TO AUSTRIANS 
LIVING ABROAD. In a tape-recorded statement, Austrian 
President Adolf Schaerf sent a message of greeting to Aus- 
trians living abroad and paid tribute to their services in 
behalf of their native country. He promised to do everything 
in his power to promote cooperation between constructive 
Austrian elements at home and abroad. 


AUSTRIAN POSTAL CHIEF STUDIES U.S. MAILS. Dr. 
Benno Schaginger, General Director of the Austrian Postal 
and Telegraph Administration, who visited the United States 
at the invitation of the United States Department of State 
declared, following his inspection of an experimental, 
electrically-operated letter-sorting machine, that automation 
was obviously the only means for keeping postal charges 
down. (The machine, developed hy the International Rusiness 
Machine Corporation for the U.S. Post Office Department, 
automatically forwards letters with typewritten addresses to 
their destinations. An improved model, which is now in the 
preparatory stage, will also be able to sort handwritten 
addresses. ) 

Dr. Schaginger was enthusiastic about the apparatus and 
said he had a number of ideas concerning the introduction of 
American devices in Austria. Among other things, he indicated 
that he had in mind the use of helicopters for transporting 
mail between Vienna’s airports and post offices. Another 
idea would be to establish district mailboxes where letter 
carriers could deposit letters en route and not have to carry 
the entire load with them. 

On the subject of telephone, telegraph and bus facilities, 
Dr. Schaginger expressed the view that the level of service 
in the two countries was about the same, even though the 
scope was different (the main post office in New York City 
employs more people than the entire Austrian Postal Service). 
He added that Austria leads the United States in respect of 
automatic intercity telephone communication. 


FAVORABLE DEVELOPMENTS IN INSURANCE FIELD. 
Life insurance payments in the previous year amounted to 
137.3 million schillings, compared with 61.5 million in 1955, 
an increase of 75.8 million schillings. At the same time, the 
number of insurance claims rose from 79,080 to 118,984. 

Another noteworthy development was the volume of 
payments in the private health insurance field, which rose 
from 158.4 million schillings (for 434,491 cases) in 1955 to 
177.5 million schillings (461,653 cases) in 1956. 


SLIGHT RISE IN PRICE LEVELS. During May, Austrian 
price levels exhibited a slight upward trend. As compared 
with April, the wholesale price index was up 0.1 per cent 
to 882 and the retail price index up 0.3 per cent to 741. 
Compared with the same periods one year ago, the wholesale 
index had risen by 4.5 per cent and the retail by 2.3 percent. 


1.14 BILLION SCHILLINGS IN NEW CAPITAL ON VIENNA 
STOCK EXCHANGE. Since the beginning of the year, rapig 
progress has been made in the capital and securities cleap 
ance of stocks listed on the Vienna Exchange. As a res; 
of the issuance of new stock by the Creditanstalt Bankino 
Association and the Austrian Laenderbank, the listed capita) 
has been increased in the amount of 759 million schillings 
(one dollar equals 26 schillings - Ed.). As a result of cop. 
versions and increases of capital in connection with pre 
viously listed stocks, an additional 390.60 million schillings 
have been poured into the Exchange. 

As of April 30, 1957, 95 different stocks, representing a 
total nominal value of 3,969.10 million schillings, were 
listed on the Vienna Exchange, as compared with 94 shares 
with a total nominal value of 2,833.50 million schillings at 
the beginning of the year. Accordingly, the flow of capital to 
the Exchange in the first four months of 1957 was 1,135.60 
million schillings. 


GROWING FOREIGN TRADE DEFICIT. Following its record 
achievements in March, Austrian foreign trade during April 
registered a setback which cannot be overlooked. (A similar 
development, although not of the same proportions, took 
place during the same months in 1956.) Imports during April 
1957 were 2,320 million schillings (10 per cent) and exports 
1,980 million (about 14 per cent) lower than in March 1957 
(one dollar equals 26 Austrian schillings - Ed.). The deficit 
has risen to 340 million schillings. The foreign trade deficit 
for the first four months of 1957 is estimated at 1,755 million 
schillings, as against only 1,120 million in the first quarter 
of 1956. 

The marked decrease in imports was observable for raw 
materials. There was little change as regards the import of 
semi-finished goods (in the amount of 373 million schillings 
and finished goods (889 million). The decrease in exports 
was heaviest in the field of semi-finished goods, the value of 
which dropped by 134 million to reach a total of 539 million, 
while exports of finished goods dropped from 978 to 866 
million. A comparison with the analagous figures for 1956 
shows that imports during April 1957 were 317 million schil- 
lings higher (due to large-scale purchases of finished goods), 
while exports rose by 230 million schillings, mainly as 4 
result of finished-goods exports. 

The declining trend in foreign trade applies to nearly 
all groups of countries. It is most pronounced with respect to 
the dollar bloc (amounting to 107 million schillings), while 
purchases from the OEEC (Organization for European Eco- 
nomic Cooperation) countries were reduced by 86 million 
schillings. There was also a sharp drop in Austria’s exports 
to the OEEC states (amounting to 171 million schillings) and 
a less pronounced drop in those to the Eastern countries 
(33 million). 

In terms of individual countries, the fall in imports from 
the United States (by 107million schillings) was the heaviest. 
Western Germany was again Austria’s leading supplier, 4 
counting for imports in the amount of 873 million schilling, 
of which 115 million were for automotive vehicles, 103 mil 
lion for machinery and 79 for coal and coke. (German goods 
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accounted for 38 per cent of Austria’s total imports.) Next 
in importance as suppliers to Austria were the United States 
226 million schillings, or 10 per cent) and Italy (178 million, 
of 8 per cent). On the export side, also, there were declines 
vis-a-vis all of Austria’s principal trading partners, and 
especially Italy. The most important purchasers of Austrian 
zoods were Germany (in the amount of 469 million schillings, 
of 24 per cent of Austria’s exports), Italy 338 million, or 
17 per cent) and Switzerland (122 million, or 6 per cent.) 
coods worth 77 million schillings (including 18 million 
schillings’ worth of glassware and 11 million schillings’ 
worth of clothing) were exported to the United States. 


CULTURE AND SCIENCE 


AUSTRIAN CENTER FOR INDUSTRIAL ORGANIZATION 

ESTABLISHED. At the suggestion of the United States 
Embassy and the Federal Chancellery, prominent represen- 
tatives of Austrian industry have organized an “Austrian 
Association for the Promotion of Research and Training in 
the Science of Industrial Organization.’’ The purpose of the 
organization is somewhat shorter than its name, i.e. to 
establish an Austrian center to reach the science of industrial 
organization at the Institute of Technology. This action 

represents a first step in the direction of establishing this 
subject as a regular course at Austrian universities. 


PROFESSORS OF INDUSTRIAL MANAGEMENT MEET AT 
SCHOOL OF INTERNATIONAL TRADE. For the first time 
in 29 years, the annual meeting or ganized by the Association 
of University Teachers of the Science of Industrial Manage- 
ment has been held this year at the School of International 
Trade in Vienna, from June 12-14. This meeting, which in 
the past had not been public and had been devoted to sum 
marizing developments in the field during the previous year, 
had this time been keyed to all sections of the economy 
interested in the problems of industrial or ganization.It dealt 
Primarily with questions on industrial management arising out 
of the reform in the stock Laws. 


REDISCOVERED HAYDN MASS PERFORMED AT GOETT- 
¥EIG ABBEY. The American musicologist H.C. Robbin 
Landon recently discovered an old copy of Josef Haydn’s 
missing ‘‘Rorate’’ Mass in the music archives of the Bene- 
dictine Abbey at Goettweig. The work, which was heard for 
the last time at Goettweig in 1785, had its gala revival on 
June 16, 1957, during the 10 a.m. High Mass. 


AUSTRIA SETS ‘“‘BOOKSTORE RECORD." According to 
Statistics compiled by UNESCO, Austria has the highest per 
capita ratio of bookstores, i.e. one bookstore for every 2,745 
Austrians. The comparable figures in Denmark are 4,000, in 
Australia 4,315 and in the German Federal Republic 11,970. 


TON] SAILER ‘‘ATHLETE OF THE YEAR."’ A night soccer 
match between a Viennese and an Italian team in the Vienna 
Stadium was the occasion for a ceremony in honor of the 
“Athlete of The Year’’ (1956), Austria’s ski ace Toni Sailer. 
50,000 sports enthusiasts watched their hero shake hands 
with the Austrian Minister for Education, Dr. Drimmel. 











BERTHA VON SUTTNER RECALLED IN VIVID POR. 
TRAYAL. ‘‘Cry of The Heart,” a biography of Bertha von 
Suttner, author of ‘‘Lay Down Your Arms’’ and the first 
woman to win the Nobel Peace Prize, has now been published 
in New York by Ives Washburn, Inc. The author, Vienna-born 
Hertha Pauli, lost her first manuscript of the book when she 
fled from the Nazis who had occupied Austria. ‘‘I had lost 
everything else,’’ writes Miss Pauli, ‘‘but I held on to my 
materials (Bertha von Suttner)... When I saw Vienna again 
after World War II, I found that the Suttner memoirs, diaries 
and letters ... had been destroyed by the Nazis. Then I knew 
that her life must not be forgotten.’’ 

Hertha Pauli, who comes from a family of scientists and 
writers (her father was a professor of biochemistry at the 
University of Vienna; her brother, Wolfgang Pauli, won the 
1945-Nobel Peace Prize in Physics), has been true to her 
pledge. Her book has been widely endorsed in the U.S., 
especially by women’s organizations; Pearl S. Buck, Norman 
Thomas and George N. Shuster, president of Hunter College, 
gave it unreserved praise. Mr. Shuster wrote: ‘‘Sometimes 
when one thinks of Old Vienna, it seems that nothing about 
it was as noble and beautiful as the life of this woman... a 
vivid, moving story.’’ 

VIENNA COMMEMORATES ALFRED ADLER. A commemora- 
tive session was held on the occasion of the twentieth anni- 
versary of the death of Alfred Adler, the Viennese psychia- 
trist. Professor Hoff, Head of Vienna University’s Clinic of 
Neurology and Psychiatry, described the life and work of 
Adler and pointed out that modern psychosomatic therapy 
is based on his teachings. Speaking as an educator, Pro- 
fessor Oskar Spiel paid tribute to Adler’s significance in 
the field of teaching and education. 

VIENNESE UNHARMED BY RADIATION. At present the 
Viennese have no reason to fear hydrogen bomb testing, since 
the level of radioactivity in Vienna is very low. The highest 
levels measured in the city are far below the average values 
recorded at Bad Gastein, where measurements were made of 
natural radioactivity from the ground. The foregoing findings 
were obtained by the Central Meteorological Institute in 
Vienna in a series of tests whicn have been conducted for 
nearly a year. The measurements were carried out with Geiger 
counters and, during recent months, with substantially im- 
proved counters. The Ministry for Social Welfare has made a 
modern installation available to the Institute for the purpose 
of conducting tests and recording atmospheric radioactivity 
on a permanent basis. 

Staff members of the Institute began their regular studies 
of the Vienna atmosphere about a year ago, also making 
comparative measurements at Bad Gastein. Not once did they 
record any degree of radioactivity which could be described 
as even remotely harmful. 

The scientists did observe certain variations, noting 
stronger radioactivity after rainfalls. In no case, however, 
were the values recorded of a disquieting nature: in every 
instance they were considerably lower than the average 
values for Bad Gastein. The harmlessness of this amount of 
radiation is shown by the fact that people have lived in the 
area since prehistoric days. 





‘ 
‘ 





June 22,1957 


Austrian Information 


Page § 





THEATER NEWS. The VIENNA BURGTHEATER has an- 
nounced the following premieres for the next season: Ferdi- 
nand Bruckner’s ‘‘Das irdene Voegelchen” and Emst Wurm’s 
‘*Caecilie’’ (at the Akademietheater), Thornton Wilder’s 
‘*Die Alkestiade,’’ Paul Vincent Caroll’s ‘‘Der Widerspen- 
tige Heilige,’’ and James Hilton’s ‘‘Goodbye Mr. Chips.’ 
The last two plays will also be presented at the Akademie 
theater, as will a Lope de Vega play new to Viennese 
audiences called ‘‘Wenn Frauen keine Augen haetten.’’ 

The following new productions of the classics will be 
staged: Grillparzer’s ‘‘EinBruderzwistim Hause Habsburg,’’ 
Shakespear’s ‘‘As You Like It’’ and Goethe’s ‘‘Faust,’’ 
parts I and II to be performed on consecutive nights. 

The SALZBURG Land Theater will open at the begin 
ning of September with a repertory of 17 first performances. 
Several major Vienna and Munich theater groups will also 
play this theater during the season. During the Salzburg 
Festival, Ralph Benatzky’s operetta ‘‘Im Weissen Roessl’’ 
has been chosen for the outdoor presentation on St. Wolfgang 
Lake. 

Arthur Miller’s ‘‘View from the Bridge”’ will be performed 
in German at the /NNSBRUCK Land Theater, where the opera 
program will include Rolf Liebermann’s ‘‘Die Schule der 
Frauen,’’ a work to be given its premiere at the Salzburg 
Festival this summer. 


SPECIAL STAMP COMMEMORATES 50TH ANNIVERSApy 
OF POSTAL BUS SYSTEM. A special postage stamp (dar 
grey on bright-yellow paper, in the denomination of | 
schilling) has been issued in commemoration of the 50th 
anniversary of the Austrian Postal Rus System. The stamp 
was designed and engraved by Hans Ranzoni. The Austriap 
State Printing Office is issuing the stamp in 2 million copies 
and it is being printed by the deep etch process. 


SO JAHRE POSTAUTO 1907 1957 


MARIAZELL STAMP ISSUE. A postage stamp depicting the 
basilica of Mariazell is another of the new issues of the 
Austrian Post Office. The church is shown with its Gothic 
central tower and its two Baroque lateral towers. The dark 
brown stamp, which is in the denomination of one schilling, 
was issued on June 18, 1957. It was designed by Professa 
Hans Strohofer of the Vienna Academy and engraved by 
Georg Wimmer. It was printed by the Austrian State Printing 
Office by the offset method. 
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